
 

Refugees are people who are fleeing dangerous and 
untenable circumstances in order to survive. To be 
considered for admission to the US as refugees, persons 
must be able to establish persecution or a well-founded 
fear of persecution in their home country on account of 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular 
social group, or political opinion 

An immigrant is a person who voluntarily leaves their 
place of birth in order to migrate to another country  

Source: http://cdn.itvs.org/welcome_to_shelbyville-
discussion.pdf 

What makes immigrant “undocumented”? 

Due to media presentation, many believe undocumented 
immigrants cross the border illegally. However, 
approximately 40% of undocumented immigrants entered 
the US legally as students, tourists, on business, or on some 
other temporary visa but overstayed their visas. 

There are approximately 11.9 million immigrants who are 
undocumented and 1.7million of them are youth & young 
adults, who were brought to the US by parents during their 
childhood.  

Source: http://immigrationequality.org/ 
 

Who are Immigrants and Refugees 

Issues surrounding Immigration Today 

The DREAM Act was introduced to offer a path for 
citizenship; however, the Act has not been able to pass 
the Congress over a decade.  

In recent years, there has been some effort at federal 
and the state level action in response to prolonged 
plight of youth with undocumented status willing to 
pursue secondary education and pursue their dream.  

On June 15, 2012, President Barack Obama 
announced that the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) would not deport certain DREAM 
Act–eligible undocumented youth. Under a 
directive from the secretary of DHS, these youth 

will be given a type of temporary permission to stay 
in the U.S. called “deferred action.” This program 
often is referred to as Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. 

Deferred action will be valid for two years and may 
be renewed at the end of the two years. Individuals 
who receive deferred action may apply for and 
obtain employment authorization. 

It DOES NOT offer path to citizenship and is 
TEMPORARY as it can be repealed at the end of 
Obama administration.  
Source: http://immigrationequality.org/ 

In 2003, the Washington State 
Legislature approved House Bill 
1079, a historic action that makes a 
college education much more 
affordable for certain 
undocumented students. 

1079 students are considered 
“residents” for purposes of higher 
education and are permitted to pay 
“in-state” tuition, or “resident,” 
tuition rates, to attend Washington 
public colleges.  

However, 1079 students are NOT 
eligible for publicly funded federal or 
state financial aid programs. This is 
unfortunate because these sources 
of funds are large. Private funds are 
available to 1079 students and there 
are private organizations and 
foundations provide funding to help 
1079 students pay for college. 
Source: http://hb1079.org  

 

Effort in Washington State 

What is Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival?  
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Resources To Learn More And Turn For Help! 

 North West Immigrant Rights Project: http://www.nwirp.org/ 
 International Rescue Committee: http://www.rescue.org/us-program/us-seattle-wa 

The Social Work Immigration Alliance is an active collaboration of allied students, faculty 
and community members fostering constructive, impactful dialogues about immigrant 
rights and immigration reform. In partnership with Seattle Education Access, we raise 
scholarship money for HB1079 students through community events.  
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